The search for new beta-cell sources.
Type 1 diabetes affects an estimated 150 million people worldwide and results from an autoimmune-mediated destruction of insulin-producing beta-cells. In the United States alone more than 16 million people are affected by this disease and it is estimated that spending for diabetes management accounts for one out of every eight healthcare dollars. In this context, scientists are proposing novel therapeutic strategies that might allow a perfect glycemic control of most patients with diabetes.